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FESTIVAL Speech

The first edition started in 2009, and now we are reaching the 15th edition. We only paused for one year due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. With 15 editions in the association's record, it has been a cultural, artistic, and
documentary film event with its own value and beautiful symbolism, despite numerous financial and
material difficulties. However, watching dozens of documentary films, enjoying various honors, intellectual
seminars, artistic evenings, meetings, and training workshops, as well as publishing three books, has made

us proud of what the association has offered to Khouribga, the country, and humanity at large, with a belief

In cinema as a whole.

We are pleased to present to you a new edition, and its number is 15. It’s a compound number, easy to write
on paper or elsewhere. However, this number comes with many challenges and the quest to succeed in
reaching it.

In the beginning, it was a dream. Today, that dream has grown and many aspects of it have been realized,
while many others are still waiting to reach safe harbor. We would not have reached this number without
the support of numerous partners and collaborators. One only needs to explore the catalogs of previous
editions to confirm their institutional identities. Among them are the National Initiative for Human
Development, which played a key role in the first edition; the Office Chérifien des Phosphates; the
Moroccan Cinematheque in Rabat; and all the administrative components cooperating and responsible for
the city, notably the Provincial Delegation of Khouribga, the Urban Municipality, the Department of
Culture, and all media outlets inside and outside the city. A special greeting to all the festival's friends
both inside and outside Morocco.

Through cinema, we may see the world in a different artistic way, with the aim of love and beauty.
Through documentary films, we might experience a more intimate and human connection.

Khouribga International Documentary Film Festival Association
Dr. Habib Nasry
Festival Director
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Dr.Mounir Serhani
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Dr. Mounir SERHANI, the Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities in Mohammedia, is a research
professor at Hassan II University- Casablanca, specialized in literature and cultural anthropology. He is an
author, novelist, poet, translator, and literary critic with numerous publications to his name. Among his work ,

we can count « Islam and the Peril of Interpretation », « Averroes and the Truths of Islam »,two novels,

« No Smooth Beard Here » and « The Hangar ».With five poetry collections and dozens of translations
written by Moroccan and Arab poets. Furthermore, he contributed a series of scientific articles to national
and international journals in the fields of criticism, art, and culture. Dr. SERHANI has also translated
several Moroccan movies and wrote articles about them. He has been appointed to support committees

at the Ministry of Culture, Youth, and Communication. Dr. Mounir SERHANI has received numerous
awards, including the Gold Medal from the Academy of Arts, Culture, and Sciences in France.
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Dima Al-Joundi
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Dima Al-Joundi is of Franco-Lebanese nationality. She was born in 1966 in Beirut and grew up in Lebanon.
A graduate of INSAS in Brussels in Scriptwriting and Editing, she collaborated on films by many European
and Arab directors. In 1993, she directed her first documentary film *Entre nous deux... Beyrouth*, followed by

others. She worked for two years in Sri Lanka producing numerous documentary films for young Asian and Arab
audiences, while training street children in filmmaking.

She returned to Lebanon in 1999, where she founded her own production and distribution company, Crystal
Films, in partnership with Cinéart and Jacques Leglou. She was a pioneer of the first Europa Cinema hall in

the Middle East. For twenty years, Cinema Empire's Hall Six was a hub for numerous festivals and meetings

with filmmakers from around the world, captivating Lebanese audiences.
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Mourad Ettaarabti, Professor and researcher specializing in history and heritage - Ibn Tofail University.
Coordinator of the Documentary Filmmaking program- Ibn Tofail University. Coordinator of the
digital content creation program, Center of Excellence in Digital Humanities. Member of the research
team focusing on documentaries at the history and heritage Lab- Ibn Tofail University. Journalist:
Editorial Advisor.
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DrAldo Nicosia
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Aldo Nicosia, Senior Lecturer of Arabic Language and Modern Arabic Literature at the University

of Bari, Italy, since 2012. In 2004 he got a PhD, discussing a thesis about censorship in Arab Cinema
from 1967 to 1999”. He has published several articles about Arab cinemas and two books: Il cinema
arabo, 2007. (history of Arab cinemas), Il romanzo arabo al cinema. Microcosmi egiziani e palestinesi.
2014. (about adaptations from Egyptian and Palestinian novels)..
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Mohamed EI Bachir, Lalla, Mohamed Salem, BORONE SESI and Khaimi are characters bound by their
connection to the golden generation of Laayoune, who shared the same school “la Paz” benches during the
Spanish colonial period in the region. They are driven by a human desire, longing to turn back the hands of
time by decades, in order to relive a moment that they now cherish through memories, even if only imagined,
via the bridge of human connection that has never been broken, despite the different paths life took them.
The film offers them a golden opportunity to reunite with their brothers and sisters, whom they shared a
schoolyard with more than half a century ago.
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Imane is a 26-year-old woman who writes a feminist blog in a country where women are viewed as
minors for life. Threats and adversity have never prevented her from decrying loud and clear the
injustices that have kept women in submission in her country, Algeria. My virtual friend who was
telling me about her fights and her life for the last four years was found dead in an apartment in 2019.
This film is a posthumous gift to Imane; a way to repair this cruel twist of fate. Her struggles and
sacrifices cannot be in vain and need to be told!
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Fragments From Heaven| Adnane Baraka
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The deserts of the east and the south of Morocco are famed for meteor showers. The arid lands are
the perfect location to find these celestial stones. Fragments from Heaven tells the story of Mohamed,
a nomad in his fifties who lives with his family in a tent in a remote area of the eastern Moroccan
desert. In order to improve his family’s harsh living conditions, he decides to go searching for these
objects. For him, they represent an opportunity to change his life, and that of his family, forever.

The film also tells the story of Abderrahmane, a renowned Moroccan scientist. Meteorites further his
research into the origins of Earth and of life itself. He believes the celestial detritus may reveal some
answers to his existential questions. These men’s searches merge into a spiritual quest that echoes
with those of everyone. The nomad and the scientist never cross paths in the film — it is the language
of cinema that allows their connection.
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Latif al Ani, born in Baghdad in 1932 is known as the 'father of Iraqi photography’. His work forms a
unique visual archive of Iraq during its heydays from the 1950s to 1970s and are a profound insight into
the country, mostly unknown to Westerners and even Iraqi people themselves. When Saddam took power,
Al Ani stopped photographing. In 2015, he received the prestigious Prince Claus Award, awarded annually
by the Dutch Royal Family. This recognition has given Al Ani new confidence and a desire to reconnect
with his work, his country and to travel the world like he did freely so many years ago. Now, many years
after the last invasion, he is travelling with his photographs, telling stories and showing the unknown

Iraq of those days.
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A photographer’s Journey|Beat Presser & Danit |Switzerland
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Beat Presser et Danit emmeénent le public dans un voyage dont les racines remontent a des milliers d'années,
lorsque le voilier était encore le moyen de transport par excellence. C'est aussi une odyssée, un voyage du
photographe Beat Presser et de son amour de la mer. De la construction des navires aux marins de Jibondo,
en passant par les pirates somaliens, en passant par un regard critique sur la culture des boutres en pleine
évolution le long de la cote est-africaine.
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Ahvaz or Ahvaz is what was called Arabistan until 1925 and is located in southwestern Iran, next to Iraq. The
center of the region, which is the city of The center of the region, which is the city of Ahwaz, is crossed by the
Karun River, and includes Arab tribes that have had their roots in this land since ancient The Karun River is
located in the center of Ahwaz, and it is considered one of the oldest historical rivers on whose banks the oldest
historical civilizations were founded. Then it empties into the Shatt al-Arab and from there into the Arabian
Gulf, forming the delta of Abadan Island. The length of the Karun River is about 590 miles, or 950 kilometers.
Joris Zarins and other scholars have identified the Karun River as one of the four rivers of the Garden of Eden,
the others being the Tigris, Euphrates, and either Wadi al-Batin or Karkheh.
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"Holm" is a documentary that testifies to the perception of the visible world by the blind through
their experience of using a camera in public spaces. I asked them how they see the world, and

they gave me astonishing images of their sensation and perception of the space and the world

around them. These images reflect, for some, a strong visual memory of the place that was once
visible to them, and for others, a vast space where they draw their fantasies and dreams. Blindfolded,

I belonged for a few moments to their world.
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El Madani lives and continues to live in Ouarzazate. He has already completed his military service,
but due to a mental illness, he became unable to continue working. He lives in a one-room house that
he inherited from his father. He receives help from a few benefactors and uses his drawing talent

to his advantage. He creates artistic paintings that he sells, while also working as a house painter.
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In this psychedelic journey between reality and dream, a young man ventures into the darkness of his
unconscious. As he navigates strange and unsettling mental landscapes, he is confronted with captivating
illusions and disturbing truths. This inner voyage forces him to question his identity, desires, and the fragile
boundary between what is real and what is not.
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The topic of camels has been addressed in several documentary, cinematic, and television works, to the point
that one might think these works have covered everything related to camels. In reality, there are many aspects
that have not been addressed, such as camel breeding in the open spaces of the desert, especially during dry
seasons, known in Hassaniya dialect as "shadda."

This film highlights the issue of livestock breeding under severe drought conditions "shadda", as well as the
problems and constraints that hinder this economic activity and threaten the lives of people who rely on lives
tock for everything. It also sheds light on the measures that nomads take to overcome the hardships of drought
that can last for several seasons.
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e Festival's Colloquium

The Image of the Desert in Documentary Cinema: Experiences and Meanings (An Informative Paper)

The desert is not merely a geographical location; it is a natural habitat that has enriched the culture of the desert,
distinguishing it from other places. This culture was shaped by the many accumulations created, established, and
imagined by humans. Of course, when we mention the desert, a series of representations come to mind, which have
become ingrained in us and defined the nature of our relationships with it. The desert has been present in various
creative components, such as architecture, novels, visual arts, short stories, and theater, as well as in both fictional
and documentary cinema, from different perspectives. When the desert is depicted in an art form, it undoubtedly
leaves an impression on the audience. It might prompt them to reflect on the nature of life in the desert, its spatial
and human dimensions, etc., especially given its allure through its architecture, sands, animals, dances, songs,
foods, women, elders, and religious sites, etc. It represents a cultural vision of the place in its relationship with
humans and other living beings.

Many documentary films have been crafted by various directors, both within and outside Morocco, capturing
numerous human stories linked to this captivating geography.

Based on the aforementioned points, several themes can be proposed for exploration. The aim is to uncover some
of the historical, social, artistic, and aesthetic characteristics present in films that feature the desert, either partially
or entirely. In this context, the following topics can be addressed:

-The Desert's Architecture and Its Historical and Cultural Significance.

-The Arabian Gulf Desert in Documentary Cinema: Examples and Meanings.

-The Moroccan Desert in Documentary Cinema: Examples and Meanings.

-The African Desert in Documentary Cinema: Artistic and Aesthetic Features.

-Deserts of the Rest of the World in Documentary Cinema (Examples from America, etc.).
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Tributes

Hakim Belabbes Lala Zoubida Khallouk
A woman who inspired a director’s imagination, Syae Caall dn g4l Cuad = e Jlide Caagll 310
nurturing his heart and soul. She is not just a Lans A )l o cad Lgads dnain yial | 35V dlialea s o
mother but his first teacher. She did not only .3 e all se 8 (ya gal) 5 3Ll
nurse him with her milk but instilled in him a odbialy aSa Al Ball 5 (3 61A B ) sl Led)
love for life and the exploration of many CAslaly) sda et 13gd

forgotten worlds.

She is Mrs. Zubeida Khalouq, mother of the
director Hakim Belabbas.

This tribute is well-deserved.
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Tributes

Dima Al-Joundi

Dima Al-Joundi is of Franco-Lebanese nationality. She
was born in 1966 in Beirut and grew up in Lebanon.

A graduate of INSAS in Brussels in Scriptwriting and
Editing, she collaborated on films by many European
and Arab directors. In 1993, she directed her first
documentary film *Entre nous deux... Beyrouth*,
followed by others. She worked for two years in Sri
Lanka producing numerous documentary films for young
Asian and Arab audiences, while training street children
in filmmaking. She returned to Lebanon in 1999, where
she founded her own production and distribution company,
Crystal Films, in partnership with Cinéart and Jacques
Leglou. She was a pioneer of the first Europa Cinema hall
in the Middle East. For twenty years, Cinema Empire's
Hall Six was a hub for numerous festivals and meetings
with filmmakers from around the world, captivating
Lebanese audiences.
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Tributes

Dr. Mohamed Khomsi

Professor of Higher Education and Scientific Research
at Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah University in Fez,

in the Department of Mathematics at the Faculty

of Sciences and Technology in Fez. He has published
over one hundred articles in specialized international
peer-reviewed mathematics journals. He has supervised
numerous doctoral theses in mathematics, focusing on
topics such as:Nonlinear differential equations related to
precise physical domains, Probability theory and its
economic and financial applications, Mathematical
sciences in model-building and decision-making.

He also serves as an advisor and expert for various
private sector organizations and public institutions.

In the media, he has contributed to the development

and presentation of dozens of programs. Previously,

he worked in training and mentoring with the Directorate
of Cadre Training at the Ministry of the Interior,
particularly with regard to the National Initiative for
Human Development.
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Art exhibition di oo 2
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An art exhibition by the Saudi artist Abdulazim Al-Dhoman, who is also a Saudi volunteer work
ambassador and winner of the Saudi Volunteer Award in 1918. He is the creator of the famous
painting, "The Love and Peace Painting." This event takes place within the framework of
strengthening cultural relations between the Kingdoms of Saudi Arabia and Morocco.
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Part of the peace and love painting
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Afifdok in pictures 2023
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Afifdok in pictures 2023
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Afifdok in pictures 2023
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Abdelilah Khattabi
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An art exhibition by the Saudi artist Abdulazim Al-Dhoman, who is also a Saudi volunteer work
ambassador and winner of the Saudi Volunteer Award in 1918. He is the creator of the famous
painting, "The Love and Peace Painting." This event takes place within the framework of
strengthening cultural relations between the Kingdoms of Saudi Arabia and Morocco.
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A poetry and music even -
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15™ Editlon of The intermnational Festlval of The Documentary film = Khouribga

Festival Program

Dayl: Wednewday, Docember 18", 2024,

5,00 p.om: Qpening CEremony.

= Dirganizing association opening speech

# Flashback to the previous session,

= A brief presentation of the fms in the officizl competition
F introducing the directors and jury membsers

Hacognition ceremaony: Deractor and producer Dima Al-lundi {Lebaron/France)
= researcher and media activist, DOr, Mohamed Khamss {Moroccof

= Announcerment: launching the 15th edition af the lastival,

= Reminder of the festbval awards:

1/ Scheol Film Competition Award,

2 Official competition awards:

- The Critics' Aard.

- Bast Director Award.

- Jury Award.

- The Grand Price

3/ Best Article aweard; filrm oritlgquee articke by Master's students (Arabec Literature, Languages, and Arts department at

the Multidisciplinary Faculty In Khourbga),
Spreening of the officlal opening film
The Promize af imon by Nadia fouaoul (Canadafalgeria),
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1000 a.m: PL1oof a traming workshop by director and producer Dima Al-Jundi [From Idea to
Sereening)

o 1200 pom: Q84 with university researcher and madia actlvist Or. Mohamed Khamsk

= 400 porme Sereening of the flms in the official cornpetition and the schoal film competition.

o 1000 @ 2 of the training workshop by director and proeducer Dima Al-lundi [From idea to Screen)
= 11:30 a.mi: Book signing,

s (04:00 pome Resurning screening of flims participating In the offickal cormpetition and the schood fikms
competition,

Day &: Saturday, December 21, 2004

o 10000 & rm: Thee Festival™s main intellectual seminar titled: “The image of the Dezert in Dacumentary
Cimema,.. " animated by a growp of researchers and specialists in the ssue,

» G:00 gom: Clasing events.

* Screening: The strongest memaents of the 15" edition,

» Honoring: M. Zubaida Bhalouk (8 documentary ikon)

s announcemeant of the 15th sesslan awards:

s Prize for the Schood Film Compatition.

s Anward for the crtlguee essay by Master's students [Arablc Uterature, Languages, & Arts department at the
Mulbtidisciplinary Faculty In Khourbga).

s« Offlcal competition awarnds:

- Critbcism fwrard,
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UDPoroers

OCP Group in Khouribga

« Moroccan Cinematographic Center in Rabat

Khouribga Province

The Urban Commune

Local Authaorities

™

The Multidisciplinary Faculty of Khouribga

+ The Regional Directorate of Culture in Khouribga

-

The Multimedia Library of the OCP Group in Khourlbga

Federation of Professionals of Cinematography and Audiovisual in Sahara
Morocoo.

* Company AL lmara

Local national and international media

™

Yamous Printing House in Khouribga
« Dr. Ahmed Aarab

«  Researcher Kamal Lougleb
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